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ACRONYM

BANBEIS Bangladesh Bureau of Educational Information and Statistics
BBS Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

BCC Bangladesh Computer Council

BDCCL Bangladesh Data Center Company Limited

BGB Border Guard Bangladesh

BICC Bangabandhu International Conference Center
BIDS Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies
BNCC Bangladesh National Cadet Corps

BUET Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology
CAPI Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing

CEGIS Center for Environmental and Geographic Information Services
DCC District Census Coordinator

DivCC Divisional Census Coordinator

EA Enumeration Area

e-GOV CIRT e-Government Computer Incident Response Team
GIS Geographic Information System

HH Household

ICMS Integrated Census Management System

ICT Information and Communication Technology
ICCT Intra-Coordination and Communication Team
MDM Mobile Device Management

NAIST Nara Institute of Science and Technology

NEET Not in Education, Employment or Training

NSO National Statistics Office

NOC Network Operations Centre

NCE Net Coverage Error

PHC Population and Housing Census

PEC Post Enumeration Check

PIC Project Implementation Committee

PSA Paurashava (Municipality) Area

PST Publicity Support Team

PSU Primary Sampling Unit

RMO Rural Municipality and Other

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

SID Statistics and Informatics Division

SIM Subscriber Identity Module

SMA Statistical Metropolitan Area

SMAM Singulate Mean Age at Marriage

SMS Short Message Service

SQTC Software Quality Testing and Certification (SQTC) Centre
TST Technical Support Team

ucCc Upazila Census Coordinator

UN United Nations

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund

VAPT Vulnerability Assessment & Penetration Test

Population and Housing Census 2022, District Report: Rajshahi “






Key Findings of Population and Housing Census (1991-2022)

Population and Population and Bangladesh Bangladesh
S1 Key Indicators Housing Housing Population Population
Census 2022 Census 2011 Census 2001 Census 1991
01 Administrative Units
City Corporation 1 1 1 1
Upazila 9 13 13 10
Metro Thana 6 4 4 1
Paurashava 14 14 6 -
City Ward 30 30 35 30
Paura Ward 126 126 54 -
Union 72 n n 70
Mauza' 1678 1481 1678 1678
Village 1725 1730 1853 1915
Mahalla2 530 474 299 165
02 | Area(In Sq. km)
Rajshahi 2425.37 2425.37 2407.01 2407.01
Enumerated
03 Population
Rajshahi 2915009 2595197 2286874 1887015
Male 1459225 1309890 1184448 964798
Female 1455588 1285307 1102426 922217
Hijra® 196 R R
Rural
Total 1819606 1740578 1443249 1309723
Male 904252 872467 738422 663489
Female 915251 868111 704827 646234
Hijra 103 - -
Urban*
Total 1095403 854619 843625 577292
Male 554973 437423 446026 301309
Female 540337 417196 397599 275983
Hijra 93 - -
04 | Urban Population* (%)
Rajshahi 37.58 ‘ 32.93 36.89 ‘ 30.59
05 | Slum Population
Total 18248 | 7624 | -

* Dash (-) denotes Not Available.

1

Only populated Mauzas were shown in 2011, but in 1991 and 2001, depopulated and Paurashava/(Municipality) Area (PSA) Mauzas were also included in
the census. In 2022 populated and depopulated Mauzas were included in the census.

Mabhalla is the part of Mauza in the urban areas, which is similar to the village in the rural areas.

Hijra population is enumerated separately in the Population and Housing Census 2022.

City Corporation, Cantonment, Paurashava, Growth Centre, and Upazila Headquarters (not declared as Paurashava) are considered as Urban Area in 2022.
Only City Corporation and Paurashava were considered as Urban Area in 2011. The Statistical Metropolitan Area (SMA), Paurashava, and Growth Centre
were considered as Urban Area in 1991-2001 censuses.

2
3
4
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Population and Population and Bangladesh Bangladesh
S1 Key Indicators Housing Housing Population Population
Census 2022 Census 2011 Census 2001 Census 1991
Male 8954 3811 -
Female 9285 - 3813 -
Hijra 9 - -
06 | Floating Populations
Rajshahi 393 1307 10943 4232
Rural 44 258 1078 1392
Urban 349 1049 9865 2840
07 | Ethnic Population
Total 47832 49312 491 44147
Male 23722 24136 253 -
Female 24110 25176 238
08 | Population by Upazila
Rajshahi City Corporation 553288 448087 388811 294056
Bagha 195888 184183 169527 153931
Bagmara 373970 354664 319968 282520
Charghat 224845 206788 183921 163862
Durgapur 197713 185845 167596 137640
Godagari 376386 330924 279545 217811
Mohanpur 186904 170021 152896 126396
Paba 368889 314196 262251 213379
Puthia 224143 207490 188864 159405
Tanore 212983 191330 173495 138015
09 | Population by Religion
Muslim 2740180 2430194 2136702 1748741
Hindu 133514 122394 112643 107617
Christian 34881 27830 22765 10191
Buddhist 276 134 599 658
Others 6158 14645 14165 19808
10 | Average Annual Growth Rate
Rajshahi \ 1.03 1.25 194 | 2.05
1 Population Density (Per Square Kilometer)
Rajshahi | 1202 1070 950 | 784
12 | SexRatio
Rajshahi 100.25 102 107 104.6
Rural 98.80 101 105 102.7
Urban 102.71 105 112 109.2

> The Homeless people who usually spent night in various places such as railway stations, bus terminals, shrines, footpaths, under stairs/foot-overbridges,
launch terminals/ferries, market balconies, etc. are considered as floating population in census 2022. Floating Population are counted on the census night.
The people who stayed on the street or at market for their livelihoods or other purposes on the census night, but have dwellings elsewhere are not
considered as floating population in census 2022. But in the previous all censuses including the homeless, the people who were on travel, fishing at deep
sea, hiving in the forest and staying in hotels (boarders) on census night were also considered as floating population.
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Population and Population and Bangladesh Bangladesh
S1 Key Indicators Housing Housing Population Population
Census 2022 Census 2011 Census 2001 Census 1991
13 | Child-Woman Ratio
Rajshahi 271.79 292 411 585
Rural 293.17 309 435 613
Urban 253.16 259 372 523
14 Dependency Ratio
Rajshahi 42.01 57.77 68.50 90.28
Rural 43,89 61.34 72.58 94.99
Urban 38.99 50.97 61.97 80.30
15 Marital Status (10 Years and above) (%)
Male
Never Married 31.91 36.36 4144 41.46
Currently Married 66.48 62.94 57.98 58.01
Widower 0.97 0.52 0.46 047
Divorced® 0.39 0.18 0.1 0.07
Separated 0.24 - -
Female
Never Married 18.54 22.33 26.38 25.06
Currently Married 69.50 67.25 64.23 63.61
Widow 10.22 8.84 8.06 10.30
Divorced?® 1.16 1.58 1.33 1.03
Separated 0.58 - -
16 | Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM)
Male 24.77 24.64 25.45 2353
Female 19.09 19.16 19.42 17.53
17 Literacy Rate (7 Years and above)
Rajshahi 7517 52.98 47.54 30.59
Male 7754 55.84 52.27 37.64
Female 72.81 50.09 42.48 23.16
Rural
Total 70.80 46.90 41.65 24.39
Male 73.21 49.49 46.53 31.54
Female 68.45 44.31 36.58 17.03
Urban
Total 82.34 65.13 57.37 44.15
Male 84.50 68.21 61.49 50.52
Female 80.13 61.91 52.73 37.09

% In the previous Censuses, data on divorced and separated were collected together.
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Population and Population and Bangladesh Bangladesh
S1 Key Indicators Housing Housing Population Population
Census 2022 Census 2011 Census 2001 Census 1991
18 | Population of Highest Level of Education Attained (5 Years and above) (%)
Never Gone to 21.93 31.617 40.96 59.63
School/Madrasa
(No Schooling)
Attended School but Not 0.94 - -
Completed Play/
Nursery/KG/Pre-Primary/
Class |
Play/Nursery/KG/ 2.11 - -
Pre-Primary Student
Class | Student 1.38 - -
Class |-V 2219 29.347 30.61 24.04
Class VI - VI 15.93 14.997 12.26 6.88
Class IX or Equivalent 7.76 7.827 547 3.03
SSC or Equivalent 8.61 6.617 5.25 3.06
HSC or Equivalent 9.848 5.737 2.98 1.99
Degree or Equivalent 4579 2477 1.67 0.94
Masters & above 2.7710 1.447 0.79 0.43
Non-formal/Informal 1.98 - -
Education and Others
19 Field of Education (5 Years and above) (%)
General 92.78 94.37"1 96.87 97.55
Technical/ 1.61 1.50"" 0.48 0.58
Vocational
Religious 3.57 413" 2.65 1.87
Others 2.04 - .
20 | Working Status'2 (10 Years and above) (%)
Employed 37.42 36.46 36.07 41.22
Household Work 346 34.71 33.46 37.56
Looking for Work
00King Tor Yvor 1.74 0.99 1.65 0.70
Do Not Work 26.58 27.84 28.82 20.52
21 Working Sector (10 Years and above) (%)
Agriculture 48.38 62.25 - -
Industry 7.02 6.38 - -
Service 44.60 31.37 - -

7 Population aged 7 years and above were considered in the census 2011, but in the other censuses, including 2022, population aged 5 years and above are
considered.
8 This group includes HSC, Diploma, Nursing/Midwifery as well.

° This group includes Degree (Pass course)/Equivalent, Degree (Hons)/Equivalent, MBBS/BDS, BSc Engineering & above as well.

10 This group includes Masters and above, as well as PhD.

1 Population of aged 7 years and above were considered in the census 2011.

12 specific reference time for working status is not considered in the census 2022 and 2011.
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Population and Population and Bangladesh Bangladesh
S1 Key Indicators Housing Housing Population Population
Census 2022 Census 2011 Census 2001 Census 1991
22 | Disability (%)
Rajshahi 1.69 1.56 0.52 -
Rural 1.84 1.67 0.55 -
Urban 143 1.35 0.47 -
23 | Number of Household
Rajshahi 7752451 633758 503036 359084
Rural 4971211 435697 325718 254684
Urban 278124 198061 177318 104400
24 Household by Type
Total 774886 633758 503036 359084
General 767014 630331 498397 355967
Institutional 705 520 1526 1091
Others 7167 2907 3113 2026
25 | Number of Dwellings
Rajshahi 605037
Rural 419318
Urban 185719
26 | Household Size (General HH)
Rajshahi 367 4,03 449 5.21
Rural 3.64 3.99 443 5.14
Urban 3.73 413 461 5.40
27 | Type of Dwelling Structure (General HH) (%)
Pucca 2361 12.82 9.53 -
Semi-pucca 20.50 27.80 12.25 -
Kancha 55.71 55.20 73.36 -
Jhupri 0.18 418 4.86 -
28 Ownership Status of Dwelling Units (General HH) (%)
Own dwelling unit 90.01 90.47 90.38 89.73
Rented but havi
en('a u | aving own 667
dwelling unit elsewhere
6.55 5.85 5.34
Rented and having no own 161
dwelling unit elsewhere '
Rent free but having own 038
dwelling unit elsewhere '
2.98 3.77 493
Rent free and having no own 133

dwelling unit elsewhere

3 Households of floating population are included in the census 2022.
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Population and Population and Bangladesh Bangladesh
S1 Key Indicators Housing Housing Population Population
Census 2022 Census 2011 Census 2001 Census 1991
29 | Main Source of Drinking Water (General HH) (%)
Tap/Pipe (Supply) 16.38 8.09 311 4.30
Tubewell (Deep/Shallow) 83.30 88.54 93.99 84.34
Bottled/Jar water 0.19 - -
Well 0.07 - 10.67
Pond/River/Canal/Lake 0.02 0.25™ 0.69%
Spring 0.00 - -
Rain water 0.00 - -
Others 0.05 3.37 265 .
30 | Toilet Facilities (General HH) (%)
Safe Disposal with Flushing/ 57.90 52.9016 29.461 12431
Pouring Water
Pit Latrine with Slab/ 22.99 - - -
Ventilated Improved Latrine/
Composting Latrine
Unsafe Disposal with Flushing/ 9.27 37.90" 39.11%7 23.96"
Pouring Water
Pit Latrine Without Slab/ 4.15 - - -
Open Pit
Kancha/Open/ 475 - - R
Hanging Latrine
(Permanent/ Temporary)
Open Defecation/ No Latrine 0.93 9.20 3142 63.61
Available
31 Main Source of Electricity (General HH) (%)
National Grid 98.26 62.0918 32.368 12.7718
Solar 0.97
Others 0.07
No Electricity Facility 0.70 37.91 67.64 87.23

* It refers to the figure of Pond/Dighi.
51t refers to the figure of Pond/River/Canal.
%6 It refers to the figure of Sanitary Toilet.
71t refers to the figure of Others Toilet.

18 It refers to the figure of all types of electricity connection.
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Key Findings of Population and Housing Census 2022 (New Indicators)

SL Key Indicator | Total |  Rural | Urban
01 Literacy Rate (15 Years and above)

Rajshahi 71.73 66.63 80.02

Male 74.45 69.37 82.54

Female 69.06 63.99 77.49
02 Type of Work (5 Years and above) (%)

For Salary/Wage 56.68 50.67 67.61

For Profit 23.95 23.53 247

For Household Use/Consumption 16.7 22.11 6.88

Apprenticeship 2.67 3.69 0.81
03 Population Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET) (%)

Total 30.24 34.76 24.20

Male 8.58 9.50 7.40

Female 51.60 58.68 41.68
04 Population having Mobile Phone for Own Use (15 Years and above) (%)

Total 67.72 62.45 76.31

Male 86.68 85.32 88.85

Female 49.16 40.45 63.69

Hijra 82.47 76.24 89.25
05 Internet User (15 Years and above) (%)

Total 29.73 21.73 4276

Male 40.51 32.46 53.33

Female 19.16 11.39 32.11

Hijra 45.88 33.66 59.14
06 Population having Account in Financial Institution (15 Years and above) (%)

Total 28.12 24.80 33.54

Male 35.06 31.63 40.53

Female 21.33 18.23 26.50

Hijra 19.59 15.84 23.66
07 Population having Mobile Banking Account (15 Years and above) (%)

Total 4147 37.89 47.29

Male 58.06 55.46 62.19

Female 2522 20.98 32.29

Hijra 55.15 4752 63.44
08 Floating Household

Rajshahi | 359 | % | 320
09 Slum Household

Rajshahi | 5220 | 12 | 5108
10 Remittance Recipient Household (%)

Rajshahi | 2.7 | 244 | 197
11 Toilet Use (%)

Not-Shared 72.77 70.59 76.73

Shared 27.23 29.41 23.27
12 Handwashing Facilities (%)

Soap and Water 75.35 70.23 84.70

Only Soap 1.01 1.16 0.71

Population and Housing Census 2022, District Report: Rajshahi




SL Key Indicator Total Rural Urban
Only Water 13.22 15.91 8.30
None 10.43 12.69 6.28
13 Main Source of Cooking Fuel (%)
Straw/Leaf/Bran/Husk 28.80 35.91 15.78
Wood/Chalk/Chopped Wood 51.88 55.55 4517
Wood-Coal/Charcoal/Dried Dung 493 5.92 3.13
Kerosene/Paraffin 0.03 0.01 0.07
Petrol/Diesel 0.004 0.004 0.003
Electricity 0.48 0.08 1.22
Supply Gas 2.51 0.00 7.09
LP Gas 11.23 2.46 27.28
Biogas 0.06 0.04 0.09
Others 0.08 0.03 0.17
14 Floor Material of Main Dwelling (%)
Cement/Concrete/Brick/Terracotta 40.42 30.59 58.40
Tiles/Mosaic 5.12 0.82 12.99
Wood/Bamboo/Mat/Palm Tree/Betel Nut Trunk 047 0.41 0.59
Soil/Sand/Mud 53.93 68.12 27.96
Other Materials 0.07 0.06 0.07
15 Wall Material of Main Dwelling (%)
Cement/Concrete/Brick/Terracotta 64.92 57.35 78.77
Ceramic Tiles 0.75 0.14 1.86
Metal Sheet/Cl Sheet/Corrugated Iron Sheet 9.41 10.39 7.61
Wood/Bamboo/Mat/Palm Tree/Betel Nut Trunk 1.22 1.48 0.74
Straw/Chhan/Golpata/Palm Leaf/Bichali/Polythene 0.34 0.41 0.21
Soil/Mud 23.31 30.18 10.75
Other Materials 0.05 0.05 0.04
No Wall 0.01 0.01 0.01
16 Roof Material of Main Dwelling (%)
Cement/Concrete/Tile 26.01 15.33 4555
Metal Sheet/C| Sheet/Corrugated Iron Sheet 73.41 84.05 53.94
Wood/Bamboo/Mat/Straw/Chhan/Bichali/Golpata/Palm Leaf/Polythene 0.46 0.50 0.38
Hand-made Tiles/Tile 0.05 0.05 0.05
Other Materials 0.02 0.02 0.02
No Roof 0.05 0.04 0.06
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SDG Indicators
Population and Housing Census 2022

SDG Indicators
City Corporation/
Up;zila ;agl;i;::zig: ?)vanmeg;nlp Saﬁ;sait(i:on Han(?;:i;:hing Access to| Clean |NEET Youth| Financial | Urban | Internet
Location Learning phone | Service Facilities Electricity| Fuel | Population | Inclusion | Slum User
(4.22) (5.b1) |(621@)| (621(b) (71.1) | (71.2) (8.6.1) (8.10.2) | (11.1.1) | (17.8.1)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Rajshahi 59.81 56.88 61.16 77.38 99.47 15.17 30.24 51.31 1.63 26.00
Rural 57.39 52.30 57.95 71.89 99.44 2.52 34.76 47.43 - 18.93
Urban 64.05 64.42 66.49 86.49 99.52 36.18 24.20 57.64 1.63 37.63
Rajshahi City

Corporation 67.76 71.58 70.53 92.84 99.68 62.01 16.86 65.11 3.10 50.64
Bagha Upazila 53.27 56.27 58.39 71.69 99.54 3.63 33.96 49.58 0.00 19.30
Rural 51.40 55.31 55.09 68.24 99.56 1.95 34.07 49.95 - 17.84
Urban 57.33 58.23 65.10 78.72 99.50 7.05 33.75 48.81 0.00 22.26
Bagmara Upazila 61.27 54.23 67.35 82.30 99.75 3.83 34.33 48.36 0.05 19.53
Rural 61.76 53.51 67.25 81.80 99.74 247 33.91 47.54 - 18.41
Urban 58.62 58.05 67.84 84.90 99.80 10.94 36.40 52.68 0.05 2548
Charghat Upazila 56.19 54.34 64.20 73.21 99.74 4.53 31.39 50.68 0.00 18.91
Rural 55.53 53.38 62.89 7043 99.71 237 3217 50.36 - 17.67
Urban 58.78 58.13 69.40 84.30 99.86 1312 28.43 51.97 0.00 23.84
Durgapur Upazila 64.95 53.31 64.21 64.83 99.67 2.95 3315 47.55 0.00 21.19
Rural 63.73 52.65 63.50 64.64 99.65 1.87 33.27 47.32 - 2048
Urban 69.78 55.92 67.03 65.63 99.72 721 32.65 48.47 0.00 24.01
Godagari Upazila 49.07 50.62 49.12 70.93 98.77 294 38.25 47.39 0.27 20.64
Rural 46.40 48.99 45.81 67.25 98.78 1.61 38.55 47.10 - 19.26
Urban 57.62 56.29 60.63 83.75 98.77 7.55 37.20 48.38| 0.27 2542
Mohanpur Upazila 65.88 52.11 56.19 73.86 99.62 3.27 33.39 46.43 0.00 18.06
Rural 66.83 50.87 54.96 72.79 99.62 1.99 33.18 45.51 - 17.00
Urban 61.09 57.70 61.75 78.68 99.61 9.01 34.34 50.62 0.00 22.85
Paba Upazila 60.34 54.14 57.05 76.32 99.16 7.57 34.80 48.06 0.38 22.64
Rural 60.08 52.89 54.98 75.82 99.17 5.41 34.69 47.31 - 21.49
Urban 60.89 56.86 61.57 77.42 99.14 12.30 35.05 49.70 0.38 25.15
Puthia Upazila 59.11 53.94 62.27 70.24 99.68 4.51 34.01 45.71 0.00 20.13
Rural 58.20 52.61 62.83 68.99 99.67 241 34.00 44.56 - 18.37
Urban 63.43 60.55 59.46 76.45 99.77 14.93 34.08 51.50 0.00 28.89
Tanore Upazila 62.39 52.14 54.10 73.68 99.35 3.02 36.37 47.52 0.00 18.55
Rural 60.76 51.81 54.93 68.92 99.44 1.55 36.25 47.99 - 18.51
Urban 66.36 52.94 52.07 85.36 99.13 6.62 36.64 46.34 0.00 18.65
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Mentioned Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 indicators in brief are as follows:

1) 4.2.2:
2) 5.b.l:
3) 6.2.1:

Participation rate in organized learning (one year before the official primary entry age) by sex.
Proportion of individuals who own a mobile phone by sex (5 years and above).

Proportion of population using safely managed sanitation services, including a hand-washing
facility with soap and water.

4) 6.2.1.a: Proportion of population using safely managed sanitation services.

5) 6.2.1.b: Proportion of population with hand washing facilities with soap and water available at home.

6) 7.1.1:
7) 7.1.2:

8) 8.6.1:

9) 8.10.2:

10) 11.1.1:
11) 17.8.1:

(*Excluding Floating Population)

Proportion of population with access to electricity. (*Excluding Floating Population)

Proportion of population with primary reliance on clean fuels and technology. (*Excluding Floating
Population) As data on clean technology has not been collected. Few fuels were not evaluated (i.e.
Kerosene, Paraffin etc.)

Proportion of youth (aged 15-24 years) not in education, employment or training.

Proportion of adults (15 years and above) with an account at a bank or other financial institution or
with a mobile-money-service provider.

Proportion of urban population living in slums, informal settlements or inadequate housing.
Proportion of individuals using the Internet (5 years and above).

@]
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Map of Rajshahi District showing the Population Density
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List of Geo-code of Rajshahi District

81-Rajshahi District
10 Bagha Upazila 22 Boalia Thana 50 - Godagari Paurashava 75 Naohata Paurashava
109 Arani 009 Ward No. 09 001 - Ward No. 01 001 Ward No. 01
143 Bajubagha 010 Ward No. 10 002 - Ward No. 02 002 Ward No. 02
152 Bausa 011 Ward No. 11 003 - Ward No. 03 003 Ward No. 03
182 Chak Rajapur 012 Ward No. 12 004 - Ward No. 04 004 Ward No. 04
310 Gargari 013 Ward No. 13 005 - Ward No. 05 005 Ward No. 05
509 Manigram 014 Ward No. 14 (Part) 006 - Ward No. 06 006 Ward No. 06
609 Pakuria 015 Ward No. 15 (Part) 007 - Ward No. 07 007 Ward No. 07
016 Ward No. 16 008 - Ward No. 08 008 Ward No. 08
08 Arani Paurashava 018 Ward No. 18 (Part) 009 - Ward No. 09 009 Ward No. 09
001 Ward No.01 020 Ward No. 20
002 Ward No. 02 021 Ward No. 21 55 - Kakanhat Paurashava 82 Puthia Upazila
003 Ward No.03 022 Ward No. 22 001 - Ward No. 01 142 Baneshwar
004 Ward No.04 023 Ward No. 23 002 - Ward No. 02 151 Belpukuria
005 Ward No.05 024 Ward No. 24 003 - Ward No. 03 160 Bhalukgachhi
006 Ward No.06 025 Ward No. 25 004 - Ward No. 04 409 Jiupara
007 Ward No.07 027 Ward No. 27 005 - Ward No. 05 608 Puthia
008 Ward No.08 006 - Ward No. 06 708 Shilmaria
009 Ward No.09 24 Chandrima Thana 007 -  Ward No. 07
015 Ward No. 15 (Part) 008 - Ward No. 08 80 Puthia Paurashava
16 Bagha Paurashava 018 Ward No. 18 (Part) 009 - Ward No. 09 001 Ward No. 01
001 Ward No.01 019 Ward No. 19 002 Ward No. 02
002 Ward No. 02 026 Ward No. 26 38 - Kashiadanga Thana 003 Ward No. 03
003 Ward No.03 001 - Ward No. 01 004 Ward No. 04
004 Ward No.04 25 Charghat Upazila 002 - Ward No. 02 005 Ward No. 05
005 Ward No.05 142 Bhaya Lakkhipur 006 Ward No. 06
006 Ward No.06 176 Charghat 40 - Matihar Thana 007 Ward No. 07
007 Ward No.07 540 Nimpara 028 - Ward No. 28 008 Ward No. 08
008 Ward No.08 706 Sardah 029 - Ward No. 29 009 Ward No. 09
009 Ward No.09 715 Shalua 030 - Ward No. 30
906 Yusufpur 85 Rajpara Thana
12 Bagmara Upazila 53 - Mohanpur Upazila 003 Ward No. 03
109 Auchpara 33 Charghat Paurashava 142 - Bakshimail 004 Ward No. 04
143 Bara Bihanali 001 Ward No. 01 209 - Dhurail 005 Ward No. 05
152 Basupara 002 Ward No. 02 309 - Ghasigram 006 Ward No. 06
211 Dwippur 003 Ward No. 03 409 - Jahanabad 007 Ward No. 07
311 Ganipur 004 Ward No. 04 509 - Mougachhi 008 Ward No. 08
320 Goalkandi 005 Ward No. 05 675 - Rayghati 014 Ward No. 14 (Part)
329 Gobindapara 006 Ward No. 06
347 Hamir Kutsa 007 Ward No. 07 65 - Kesharhat Paurashava 90 Shah Makhdum Thana
414 Jhikra 008 Ward No. 08 001 - Ward No. 01 017 Ward No. 17
423 Jogipara 009 Ward No. 09 002 - Ward No. 02 018 Ward No. 18 (Part)
449 Kachari Koalipara 003 - Ward No. 03
516 Maria 31 Durgapur Upazila 004 - Ward No. 04 94 Tanore Upazila
550 Nardash 208 Deluabari 005 - Ward No. 05 142 Badhair
716 Sonadanga 407 Jhaluka 006 - Ward No. 06 176 Chanduria
725 Sreepur 416 Joynagar 007 - Ward No. 07 441 Kalma
734 Subhadanga 442 Kishmat Gankair 008 - Ward No. 08 450 Kamargaon
509 Maria 009 - Ward No. 09 608 Pachandar
25 Bhabaniganj Paurashava 543 Naopara 708 Saranjai
001 Ward No. 01 610 Pananagar 72 - Paba Upazila 742 Talanda
002 Ward No. 02 142 - Baragachhi
003 Ward No. 03 43 Durgapur Paurashava 209 - Damkura 70 Mundumala Paurashava
004 Ward No. 04 001 Ward No. 01 218 -  Darshanpara 001 Ward No. 01
005 Ward No. 05 002 Ward No. 02 343 - Haragram 002 Ward No. 02
006 Ward No. 06 003 Ward No. 03 352 - Harian 003 Ward No. 03
007 Ward No. 07 004 Ward No. 04 361 - Haripur 004 Ward No. 04
008 Ward No. 08 005 Ward No. 05 370 - Hujuripara 005 Ward No. 05
009 Ward No. 09 006 Ward No. 06 611 - Parila 006 Ward No. 06
007 Ward No. 07 007 Ward No. 07
85 Taherpur Paurashava 008 Ward No. 08 60 - Katakhali Paurashava 008 Ward No. 08
001 Ward No. 01 009 Ward No. 09 001 -  Ward No. 01 009 Ward No. 09
002 Ward No. 02 002 - Ward No. 02
003 Ward No. 03 34 Godagari Upazila 003 - Ward No. 03 83 Tanore Paurashava
004 Ward No. 04 142 Basudebpur 004 - Ward No. 04 001 Ward No. 01
005 Ward No. 05 176 Char Ashariadaha 005 -  Ward No. 05 002 Ward No. 02
006 Ward No. 06 210 Deopara 006 - Ward No. 06 003 Ward No. 03
007 Ward No. 07 310 Godagari 007 -  Ward No. 07 004 Ward No. 04
008 Ward No. 08 319 Gogram 008 -  Ward No. 08 005 Ward No. 05
009 Ward No. 09 510 Matikata 009 -  Ward No. 09 006 Ward No. 06
519 Mohanpur 007 Ward No. 07
611 Pakri 008 Ward No. 08
678 Rishikul 009 Ward No. 09
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Salient Features of Rajshahi District
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Rajshahi district lies in Rajshahi division in the
north-western part of the country. The district
was established in 1772. Afterward, through
administrative decentralization and
reorganization in 1984, Natore, Naogaon and
Chapainawabganj subdivisions were elevated to
separate districts and the present area of the
Rajshahi district became 2425.37 square
kilometers. It is located between 24°07' to 24°43'
north latitudes and 88°17" to 88°58' east
longitudes. The district is bounded by Naogaon
on the north, Kushtia district, the Indian state of
West Bengal and the river Padma on the south,
Natore on the east and Chapainawabganj district
on the west.

Rajshahi district consists of nine upazilas,
namely Bagha, Bagmara, Charghat, Durgapur,
Godagari, Mohanpur, Paba, Puthia and Tanore. It
also includes one city corporation, fourteen
Paurashavas and seventy-two Union Parishads.
Rajshahi, the district's main town, is situated on
the bank of the river Padma. The district
headquarters is located in this town.

Rajshahi district belongs to the Barind region
which has red color landscape and special culture.
The economy of this area is mainly agriculture-
based. This region is famous for various sweet
varieties of mangoes, including Fajlee, Langra,
and Himsagar. Furthermore, paddy and potatoes
are the main crops of the district. The silk industry
is the pride of the district. Rajshahi is also called
the silk capital.

Rajshahi has been playing a key role in the
development of literature and culture. Bhawaiya
and Gambhira are the special aspects of the culture
of this region. Rajshahi district town is also known
as the educational city of the region. Many reputed
educational institutions including University of
Rajshahi, Rajshahi University of Engineering &
Technology  (RUET), Rajshahi  Medical
University are located here.
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Source: 1. Agriculture Census 2019, District Report: Rajshahi, BBS
2. Bangladesh National Portal, Rajshahi District

Many legendary personalities were born in this
district. ~Among them, Shaheed A.H.M.
Kamaruzzaman, national leader and one of the
leading organizers of the liberation war, Kumar
Saratkumar Ray, a researcher on the extinct
history and heritage of the Barind region, Akshay
Kumar Maitreya, renowned Bengali historian and
social activist, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, eminent
historian, Mirza Muhammad Yusuf Ali, social
reformer and historian, Rani Bhabani, First martyr
intellectual of the country, Dr. Mohammad
Shamsuzzoha the teacher of Rajshahi University,
Madar Bux, politician, language warrior and one
of the founders of Rajshahi University, etc. are
notable names.

The contribution of Rajshahi district in the great
liberation war is remarkable. The district belonged
to Sector 7 during the liberation war. Terrible
fighting took place with the Pak Army at various
places including Rajshahi Police Lines, Rajshahi
University, and Sardah. In addition, the Pak army
has done extensive destruction in all parts of the
district. Among those, massive mass killings took
place in the Shahid Shamsuzzoha Hall of Rajshahi
University, Kajla, Boalia, Horticulture of
Rajshahi and Rajshahi University Railway Station
area in the district during the liberation war.

Barendra Research Museum, Rajshahi
University, Shaheed AHM Kamaruzzaman
Central Park and Zoo, Rajshahi Miracle
Water Park, Shaheed Zia Children’s Park are
notable among the places of interest in the
district. Apart these, the archaeological
monuments of the district are Bhagna Jame
Masjid, Shrine of Hazrat Shah Makhdoom,
Shrine of Hazrat Shah Sultan, Bagha Shahi
Masjid, Puthia Rajbari and Shiv Mandir in
Tanore Upazila.

Silk Board, Leading industrial plants like
Pran Agro along with various establishments
based on silk industry have been established
here. Whereas Postal Academy, Rajshahi
Krishi Unnayan Bank, Barind Multipurpose
Development Authority Head Quarters is also
situated here.

3. Population and Housing Census 2011, Zila Report: Rajshahi, BBS
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A Population Census is the total process of planning,
collecting, compiling, evaluating, disseminating and
analyzing demographic, economic and social data at
the smallest geographic level pertaining, at a specified
time, to all persons in a country or in a well-delimited
part of a country. The Population and Housing
Census consists mainly of two parts- The Population
Census and The Housing Census. After the
independence of Bangladesh, BBS conducted the first
Population Census in 1974. Following the ten-years
periodicity, the 6™ population and housing census was
supposed to be conducted in 2021, but it was not
possible due to the global pandemic, COVID-19.
Therefore, the census is conducted immediately after
the COVID-19 during 15-21 June 2022 all over the
country at a time. As per the Statistics Act, 2013,
previously conducted “Adamshumari” is now termed
as “Janoshumari” in Bengali. It is the first digital
census in the history of the country. In the census,
data collection is conducted using digital device
(Tablet) following the Computer Assisted Personal
Interviewing (CAPI) method.

The census preparations are carried out through three
operations. Under these, a number of
activities

zonal
preparatory
enumeration areas (EAs), recruitment of enumerators
and supervisors, preparing maps, updating of geo-
codes, identifying training centers, enlisting the
restricted areas etc. are undertaken. A web-based

such as formation of

Integrated Census Management System (ICMS) is
developed to control and manage the first digital
operation.  Subsequently, all
controlling-maps including EAs are integrated with
geo-code through ICMS. With a view to monitoring

census census-

data collection activities centrally, along with their
quality, through the ICMS, a Network Operations
Centre (NOC) is established at the BBS Headquarters.

The data collected from the household using Tablets
are transmitted to the data centre of BBS in fully
encrypted form through a strong security system,
established in Tier IV Data Centre of Bangladesh Data
Center Company Limited (BDCCL). Later on, making
the data decrypted,

these are made real-time
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visualization on the screen of the NOC. Real-time
monitoring of the progress of data collection as well
as observing its quality are made possible through this
system.

A total of 39 subject-matter teams are formed to carry
out specific subject-matter activity for proper and
successful implementation of Digital Census. As part
of the pre-census activities, a high-level meeting
chaired by the Cabinet Secretary is held to coordinate
census operation. As a result, census Management
becomes easier at the field level.

At first, a draft questionnaire is developed at the
project level keeping the questionnaire of the last
census 2011 and other relevant issues in
consideration. After that, the final draft of the
questionnaire is prepared incorporating the views of
the  stakeholders  collected through  several
workshops/seminars, and adding the findings of its
pre-test. Afterwards, a CAPI version of the
questionnaire is developed and a pre-test is conducted
to assess its performance. Based on the findings from
the pre-test, the CAPI version of the questionnaire is
finalized. The questionnaire contains 35 questions in
two modules such as the Household Module and the
Individual Module. To examine the entire processes of
the main census, a pilot census is conducted just
before the census operation.

Four days training in three phases are imparted to the
census personnel to educate them on the overall
contents of the questionnaire and the data collection
technique as well. Alongside the training manual, an
audio-visual training module and separate interactive
animated training apps on each question are used to
provide a clear idea about the census questionnaire.

A call center is set up at the BBS Headquarters to
provide prompt solutions on subject matters and
general queries of the census staff at various levels,
which is also made open to all so that the people can
communicate directly to the census team to be
included in the census counting.

A wide range of campaign is carried out to convey
census messages to every person of the country. At
the beginning, a commemorative postal stamp and an
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inaugural envelope are released by His Excellency the
President of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh. A
Voice Call of the Honourable Prime Minister is
delivered to all mobile subscribers. In addition to the
traditional medias, social platforms such as Facebook,
WhatsApp, YouTube, Instagram, and so on are also
used for census campaign.

In order to ensure the inclusion of all in the census,
the entire country is fragmented into 3,81,053
Enumeration Areas with a tiny portion for each.
Approximately 4,37,000 personnel are directly
engaged in various activities of the census, which
include 3,65,791 Enumerators, 63,550 Supervisors,
3,779 Zonal Officers, 3,779 ICT Supervisors, 552
Upazila Census Coordinators (UCC), 163 District
Census Coordinators (DCC), and 12 Divisional
Census Coordinators (DivCC).

Rajshahi district is divided into three census districts
for smooth implementation of census activities and
engaged 3 DCCs. Moreover 10 UCCs, 82 zonal
officers, 82 ICT supervisors, 1,200 supervisors and
7,105 enumerators are involved in the census
enumeration.

The modified De facto method is followed in the
Population and Housing Census 2022. Under this
method, members of households are enumerated in the
place where they stay at the census moment, and the
members who remain on duty or on journey at the
census moment are enumerated at their usual
residences. At the beginning, the floating population
is counted on census night, from 12.00 o’clock at
night of 14 June to 6.00 a.m. on 15 June 2022, across
the country. Subsequently, the nationwide data
collection activities are taken place for seven days
from 15 to 21 June 2022. It is to be noted that, due to
a sudden flash flood in the north-east region of the
country, the data collection period is extended to 28
June 2022 in four flood affected districts. After the
successful completion of the census enumeration, the
preliminary report is published in a month on 27 July
2022. According to the report, the total population of
the country is 16,51,58,616.

The Post Enumeration Check (PEC) survey is carried
out by Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies
(BIDS) just after the census operation following UN
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Guidelines to assess the coverage and content error.
As per the PEC survey findings, the Net Coverage
Error (NCE) of the Population and Housing Census
2022 is found as 2.75%, which is noted as the lowest
ever in the census history of Bangladesh. By adjusting
the said NCE, the adjusted total population of the
country stands at 16,98,28,911. Note that the adjusted
population has been determined up to the lowest
division level in light of the results obtained in the
PEC survey.

According to the Population and Housing Census
2022, the total enumerated population of Rajshahi
district is recorded as 29,15,009 of which male is
14,59,225, female, 14,55,588 and hijra, 196. The
percentages of population living in the rural and the
urban areas are 62.42% and 37.58% respectively. The
total population living in slum areas is 18,239 and the
total population counted as floating is 393. Total
population of Rajshahi City Corporation area of the
district recorded as 5,53,241 of which 2,84,818 is
male and 2,68,423, female. It is mention-worthy, the
total slum population of city corporation area
enumerated at 17,166 which is 94.12% of the total
slum population of the district. By upazila, it is
evident that the highest number of population,
3,76,376 lives in Godagari while the lowest, 1,86,883
in Mohanpur.

It is found that the percentages of population live in
general, institutional and other households are 96.63,
1.57 and 1.79 respectively. On the contrary, the
percentages of the population living in general,
institutional and other households are 86.59, 5.23 and
8.17 respectively in the city corporation area. In the
case of general household, the percentage of male
headed households is 87.17 and female headed
households, 12.83. The average annual growth rate of
population of the district is 1.03%. The rates are
0.96% for male and 1.11% for female. The highest,
9.54% of the total population of the district belongs to
the age of 15-19 years. In the case of male, the
percentage is the highest, 9.61% for the age of 15-
19years, but for female, it is the highest, 9.63% for the
age of 20-24 years. On the contrary, analysing the
figures by cumulative percentages, it is found that the
population below 15 years, 30 years and 60 years are
23.88%, 51.10% and 90.63% respectively. The sex
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ratio is evident at 100.25, dependency ratio, 42.01 and
child-woman ratio, 277.79 in the district. Out of the
population aged 10 years and above, currently married
population is 68.00% and never married, 25.20%. On
the other hand, among the population aged 10 years
and above living in the city corporation area, the
percentage of currently married population is 58.05%
and Never Married, 35.82%. The singulate mean age
at marriage for male and female are 24.77 and 19.09
years respectively. It is observed from the data that,
the percentages of Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist,
Christian and others religion are 94.00%, 4.58%,
0.01%, 1.20% and 0.211% respectively in the district.
Moreover, in the city corporation area, Muslim and
Hindu population are 94.16% and 5.27% respectively.
The total number of persons with disabilities is
reported as 49,186 which is 1.69% of the total
population of the district.

The literacy rate of the population aged 7 years and
above is 75.17%, which is 77.54% for male and
72.81% for female. The rate is recorded as 70.80% in
the rural areas while it is 82.34% in the urban areas
for the population of the same age group. Noteworthy,
the literacy rate of the population aged 7 years &
above in the city corporation area is 88.88%; the rate
is 90.59% for male and 87.07% for female. The
percentage of currently student of male and female of
age 5-29 years are 64.07 and 52.82 respectively.
Considering the field of education, it is evident that,
general education holds the outstanding share with
92.78%, religious, 3.57%, technical, 1.61%
others, 2.04%.

and

Out of the total population aged 5 years and above,
34.38% are employed, 31.51% are engaged in
household work, 1.61% are looking for work, and
32.50% do not work. By sex, it is seen that the
proportion of male and female in the employed
population is 87.40% and 12.60% respectively.
Conversely, out of the total population of age 15 years
and above, the percentage of employed population is
recorded as 41.27%. It is found that out of the total
employed population, the highest 56.68% are engaged
for salary/wages. The highest 48.38% of the total
employed population are engaged in agriculture sector
followed by 44.60% in service and 7.02% in industry
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sector. The population aged 15-24 years, who were
not in education, employment or training (NEET)
during the census period, is reported as 1,66,944
which is 30.24% of the total population of the said age
group of the district.

In the district, of the total population aged 5 years and
above, 56.88% have been reported as having mobile
phones for their own use. Noteworthy, the population
having mobile phone for their own use in the city
corporation area is recorded as 71.58%. Conversely, it
is 67.73% for the population aged 15 years and above.
This rate is 83.71% in the city corporation area.

Out of the total population aged 5 years and above,
25.99% are reported as internet users. Noteworthy,
the rate of internet users is found, 50.64% in the city
corporation area. It is 29.73% for the population aged
15 years and above while this rate is 56.75% in the
city corporation area. The analysis shows that 28.13%
of the total population aged 15 years and above have a
single or joint account with any financial institution in
which they have made at least one transaction in the
previous twelve months of the census. The percentage
of persons of the same age group having mobile
banking accounts is evident as 41.47% in the district.

The total number of ethnic population in the district is
47,832 of which male is 23,722 and female, 24,110.
The highest, 24,140 persons of that category are living
in Godagari followed by 12,474 in Tanore.

The total number of households in Rajshahi district
enumerated at 7,75,245, of which 4,97,121 are located
in the rural areas and 2,78,124 in the urban areas. The
total number of households living in the city
corporation area is 1,33,887. A total of 5,220 slum
households and 359 floating households are also
accounted in the district. The total number of
households except for floating is recorded as 7,74,886,
of which the general households are 7,67,014,
institutional households, 705 and other type of
households, 7,167.
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In the total general households of the district, the
highest, 53.93% of the floor of main dwellings are
made of soil/sand/mud and the highest 69.12% of
households of the city corporation area use
Cement/Concrete/Brick/Terracotta as floor material of
the main dwelling structure. The highest, 64.92% of
households in  the district ~ have  used
Cement/Concrete/Brick/ Terracotta as the wall
materials. The highest 90.51% of households of the
city corporation area use Cement/Concrete/Brick/
Terracotta as wall material of the main dwelling
structure. It is also evident that the highest 73.41% of
the total households of the district have used Metal
Sheet/CI Sheet/Corrugated Iron Sheet, as roof
materials followed by Cement/Concrete/Tile, 26.01%.
In addition, the highest 68.30% of households in the
city corporation area use Cement/Concrete/Tile as
roof materials of their main dwellings. It is observed
that in the case of the main dwelling structure, kancha
holds the highest share with 55.71%, followed by
pucca, 23.61%. Moreover, the highest 68.11% of
households in the city corporation area are living in
pucca structure. The total number of dwellings in the
district is 6,05,037 of which 4,19,318 are located in
the rural areas and 1,85,719 in the urban areas. The
total number of dwellings in the city corporation area
is recorded as 67,372 (11.14%). It is manifested that
90.01% of the total households in the district live in
their own dwellings.

Most of the households (83.30%) of the district use
deep/shallow tube-well as the main source of drinking
water. Besides, 16.38% of households use tap/pipe
(supply) water for drinking. Apart from that, in the
city corporation area, 61.93% of the households use
deep/shallow tube-well and 37.57%, use tap/pipe
(supply) water as the main source of drinking water.
In the district, 57.90% of the total households has the
toilet facilities with safe disposal by flushing/pouring
water. On the contrary, 89.71% of the households in
the city corporation area use the same type of toilet
facilities. Apart from that, 22.99% households of the
district having the toilet facilities with slab/ventilated
improved latrine/composting latrine. It is observed
that 72.77% of the total households of the district use
toilets with no sharing. In the city corporation area,
81.26% of households use ‘not-shared’ toilet facilities.
The rate 75.35% of household have separate
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handwashing facilities with ‘Soap and Water’ in the
district. On the contrary, the rate is 91.96% in the city
corporation area.

It is observed that as many as 99.30% of households
are under electricity coverage in the district. It is
apparent that, in total, 51.88% of households use
wood/chalk/chopped wood as the main source of
cooking fuel. Out of the total households of the
district, 2.51% use supply gas and 11.23% use LP gas
as the main source of cooking fuel. The rates of using
of supply gas and LP gas are 15.04% and 46.87%
respectively in the city corporation area.

The total number of remittance recipient households
in the district is recorded as 17,411, of which the
highest, 24.13% is accounted for in the Godagari
upazila followed by 19.52% Bagmara.

The average size of general households gradually
decreased to 3.67 in 2022 from 5.85 in 1981.
Considering the number of members, the four-
member households score the highest, with 2,11,631,
which is 27.59% of the total households of the district.
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1.1 Background

After the independence of Bangladesh the father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman established
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) on August 26, 1974
by merging the then four organizations namely the Bureau
of Statistics under the Planning Commission, the Bureau of
Agriculture Statistics and the Agriculture Census
Commission under the Ministry of Agriculture, and the
Population Census Commission under the Ministry of
Home Affairs realizing the importance of statistics in
policy making and accurate planning. As the National
Statistics Office (NSO), BBS is entrusted with the
responsibilities of collecting, compiling, analysing,
evaluating and disseminating official statistics regularly on
various sectors, including socio-economic, demographic,
health, education, trade, national accounts, environment
and climate and so on. BBS has been functioning now
under the purview of the Statistics Act of 2013.

Like other countries, the Population and Housing Census,
due to its nature and robustness, is regarded as
Bangladesh’s the most significant and colossal statistical
undertaking. According to the “Principles and
Recommendations for Population and Housing Censuses
(Revision-3)” of the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, Statistics Division’s
Guideline, A Population Census is the total process of
planning, collecting, compiling, evaluating, analysing and
disseminating demographic, economic and social data at
the smallest geographic level pertaining, at a specified time,
to all persons in a country or in a well-delimited part of a
country. The Population and Housing Census consists
mainly of two parts-

(1) The Population Census, which provides socio-
economic and demographic information on every
person living in a country at a point in time, down to
the smallest geographical unit;

(2) The Housing Census, which provides data on all
dwelling units prevailing in a country, their conditions,
and facilities available, down to the smallest
geographical unit.
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The main objective of the Population and Housing
Census is to provide accurate data on the population
living in the geographical territories of the country,
together with their dwellings. Furthermore, one of its
vital objectives is to provide data on vital demographic
characteristics of the population, and the structure and
facilities available in their dwellings. The
policymakers, planners, researchers, media personnel,
development partners, and other stakeholders use the
census data as the benchmark for formulating and
implementing local and national plans and programs
for overall development.

After the independence of Bangladesh, BBS conducted
the first Population Census in 1974. The second was
conducted in 1981. Since then, censuses have been
conducted following a periodicity of ten years. In
connection with this, the fifth Population and Housing
Census was undertaken in 2011. Following the ten year
periodicity, the 6™ population and housing census was
supposed to be conducted in 2021, but it was not
possible due to the global pandemic, COVID-19.
Therefore, the census is conducted immediately after
the COVID-19 from 15-21 June 2022 all over the
country at a time. As per Section 6 (c) of the Statistics
Act, 2013, previously conducted “Adamshumari” is
now termed “Janoshumari” in Bengali. It is the first
digital census in the history of the country in which
data are collected using a digital device Tablet
following the Computer Assisted Personal
Interviewing (CAPI) method.

1.2 Special Measures taken to implement the First
Digital Census

Since the Population and Housing Census 2022 is the
first digital census ever conducted in Bangladesh, some
special arrangements had to be taken in conducting the
census, which are as follows:

= Using digital maps developed by integrating
Geographic Information System (GIS) and Geo-code to
easily and clearly identify the Enumeration Areas (EAs);

=  Collecting data with digital device tablets using
Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI)
method;
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= Ensuring proper storage and utmost security of data,
using the data centre with Tier IV Security, and
installatiing of a multilayer firewall to prevent any kind
of hacking;

= Transmitting data from the field to the BBS server
through Bangladesh Data Center Company Limited
(BDCCL), in completely encrypted form to protect the
confidentiality of individual’s information;

= Using a web-based Integrated Census Management
System (ICMS) to ensure effective management of all
activities of the census;

= Establishing a Network Operations Centre (NOC)
in the BBS headquarters for real-time monitoring of the
progress of data collection, as well as to observe the
quality of data directly in various dimensions;

= Establishing a Call Centre in the BBS headquarters
to provide instant solutions to various problems that
emerged at the field level during data collection;

= QOpening the hotline number of the Call Centre for
the people so that they could be included in the
enumeration by themselves connecting via phone;

= In addition to the traditional approaches, using all
types of online platforms including social media for the
effective campaign of the census.

1.3 Census Preparation

As the Population and Housing Census is a gigantic
statistical undertaking, a wide range of preparatory
activities is needed to conduct the census successfully.
Since the Population and Housing Census 2022 is the
first digital census, every step of its preparation is taken
very carefully and efficiently. The preparation begins
in 2019 through the approval of the ‘Population and
Housing Census 2021 Project’. In order to conduct the
census perfectly, at first a ‘Time-bound Action Plan’ is
prepared and subsequently, all activities are carried out
accordingly. The major preparatory activities of the
census are as follows: -

(1) Zonal operations (2) Developing digital maps and
updating of geo-code (3) Developing Integrated
Census Management System (ICMS) (4) Establishing
Network Operations Centre (NOC) (5) Developing
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ICT Infrastructure (6) Designing Census Questionnaire
(7) Developing and pretesting the CAPI Apps on
census questionnaire (8) Conducting the Pilot Census
(9) Imparting training to census workers etc. The
census preparatory works are briefly described below-

1.3 (a) Zonal Operation

The field-level census preparation begins through the
Zonal Operations. A total of three Zonal Operations are
carried out as part of the census preparations. The
census preparatory activities such as forming EAs
mapping, updating of geo-codes corresponding to all
administrative units, identifying training centres,
enlisting the restricted areas, and preparing the list of
VIPs residing in the EAs are carried out under the
Zonal Operations. Additionally, enumerators and
supervisors are selected and appointed by the
‘Selection Committee’ with the help of field
administrations. In order to run the census perfectly to
the extent possible, including geo-code, all other
information is made entry into the Integrated Census
Management System (ICMS), installed at the BBS
headquarters, from the field during the Zonal
Operations. All maps, including EAs and supervising
areas with Geo-code are integrated through ICMS
under the Zonal Operations. As zonal operations are
conducted properly, realistically and inclusively, it has
been possible to carry out census data collection
activities easily, smoothly and efficiently.

1.3 (b) Digital Map Preparation and Updating of
Geo-Code
In order to manage censuses, surveys and other statistical
activities appropriately, the unique codes developed by
BBS to uniquely identify all administrative units down to
the lowest tier village/mohalla - are known as Geo-code.
As new administrative units have been continuously
forming across the country, the Geo-codes are updated as
part of census preparatory work under the Zonal
Operation, to provide accurate data corresponding to
administrative units. To develop digital maps of
enumeration areas, in the beginning, satellite images are
collected from five foreign companies (Gaofen-2,
Triplesat-2, KOMPSAT-2, KOMPSAT-3, KOMPSAT-
3A) through the Center for Environment and Geographic
Information Services (CEGIS). Subsequently, the sketch
maps of the EAs developed at the field, are super-imposed
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on the satellite images. After that, with the integration of
Geographic Information System (GIS) and Geo-code, the
digital maps are developed to delineate the EAs properly.
Various kinds of maps like Enumerator’s Maps,
Supervisor’s Control Maps, Zonal Officer’s Control
Maps, Upazila Census Coordinator’s (UCC) Control
Maps, District Census Coordinato’s (DCC) Control Maps
and Divisional Census Coordinator’s (DivCC) Control
Maps are developed digitally for the first time in order to
ensure the inclusion of each and every individual in
census enumeration as well as to have the high-quality
data. Appropriate legends and a sufficient number of
landmarks are added to the maps for the appropriate
demarcation of EA’s boundaries. In order to provide a
clear picture to the census personnel on the EAs, index
maps are put around the control maps. This process
predominantly contributes to reducing coverage error of
the census.

1.3 (c) Integrated Census Management System
ICMS)

A web-based Integrated Census Management System
(ICMS) is developed to control and manage the first
digital Population and Housing Census 2022
efficiently. The ICMS is a digital infrastructure in
which the name, designation, address, mobile phone
number and other particulars of all census personnel,
from enumerators to central monitoring officers, are
inserted. All managerial activities of the census,
including the techniques of using digital maps and who
is responsible for what and so on, are carried out
digitally through ICMS.
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1.3 (d) Network Operations Centre (NOC)

With a view to centrally monitoring data collection
activities along with their quality, an NOC is established at
BBS Headquarters. Through the NOC, during the census,
how many households have been enumerated by an
enumerator assigned for a particular EA for data collection,
whether the progress of data collection is justified to
complete the task on time, or whether he/she has been
collecting data faster than the usual trend etc., -- all these
are instantly visualized on a digital map using ICMS, and
continuously monitored as well. In addition to these, some
basic information about EAs such as the total number of
households, household size, population by sex, sex ratio,
literacy rate etc. have been consistently observed on the
screen of the NOC. The aforementioned activities are
possible to observe in real time for any specific area,
including any administrative tire, and for the national level.
Among others, it has been possible to instantly identify
whether any specific household or person is enumerated or
not. This innovation contributes significantly to completing
data collection successfully and timely with quality.

1.3 (e) ICT Infrastructure and Management

In the Population and Housing Census 2022, the data
collected from households using the digital devices, tablets
are directly transmitted through mobile network to the Tier
IV Data Centre located at Bangabandhu Hi-Tech Park at
Kaliakoir in Gazipur belonging to Bangladesh Data Center
Company Limited (BDCCL). Later on, the data are stored
in the application server passing through the Multilayer
Firewall and the load balancer installed in that data centre.
To ensure the utmost security, data are transmitted from the
tablets to the application servers through the cloud in fully
encrypted form. Subsequently, the data are transferred by
Oracle Exadata, installed in the Tier IV Data Centre, from
the cloud to the BDCCL Data Centre in Dhaka through an
optical fiber cable. Afterwards, the data are passed through
an optical fiber cable from BDCCL to BBS Data Centre. It
is worth to mention that data are brought to BBS, using the
ICT infrastructure mentioned earlier, in completely
encrypted form, and later, make them decrypted here in
BBS. The decrypted data are made possible to visualize in
real-time on the giant screen set out in the NOC at BBS
Headquarters.
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1.5 Census Management

To accomplish the Population and Housing Census
2022 appropriately, the Secretary of Statistics and
Informatics Division (SID) is appointed as the Chief
Census Coordinator/Census Commissioner, the
Director General of the BBS, as the National Census
Coordinator, Additional Secretary (Administration/
Development/Informatics) as Additional Chief
Census Coordinator, Deputy Director General of the
BBS as Additional National Census Coordinator,
Director of Census Wing as Deputy National Census
Coordinator, Joint Secretaries of SID/Directors of
BBS as Assistant National Census Coordinator,
Project Director of the Population and Housing
Census (PHC) 2021 Project, as the Census
Coordinator, Deputy Secretary (Development-1),
SID/Deputy Project Directors of the PHC 2021
Project as Assistant Census Coordinator. In addition,
Joint Directors/Deputy Directors (based on seniority)
as Divisional Census Coordinator, Deputy
Directors/Deputy Directors (in charge)/Statistical
Officers as District Census Coordinator, Upazila
Statistical Officers/Assistant Statistical Officers as
Upazila Census Coordinator, Statistical
Investigators/Statistical Assistants/Junior Statistical
Assistants and equivalent staff of BBS and
experienced and skilled regular employees from
other government departments at upazila level are
appointed as Zonal Officer.

A Steering Committee headed by the Secretary of
Statistics and Informatics Division (SID), consisting
of the representatives of the Finance Division,
Planning Division, Planning Commission and of
other relevant Ministries/Divisions/ Departments, is
formed to provide policy guidance to implement the
project, and ultimately the Population and Housing
Census 2022 successfully. A Project Implementation
Committee (PIC) headed by the Director General of
BBS, having members from the relevant Ministries/
Divisions/Departments is formed to provide
implementation guidelines on the project as well as
the census. Besides, a Publicity Committee is formed
with the representatives of different Ministries/
Divisions/ Departments for ensuring a robust
campaign on the census to create public awareness to
get accurate data. It is noted that, a ‘Technical
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Support Committee on ICT’ is formed with the
representatives  of  SID, Information and
Communication Technology Division, Bangladesh
Computer Council along with the officials of BBS to
provide necessary suggestions and recommendations
for conducting data collection using the CAPI
method. The mentioned committees play vital roles
in their respective fields from the preparatory
activities to the successful implementation of the
census.

Moreover, 39 teams by specific activities are formed
with the officials of SID and BBS to implement
specific activity explicitly. Of those, the most
important teams are (1) Census Advisory Team
(CAT), (2) Software Validation Team, (3) Technical
Support Team (TST), (4) Data Validation and Table
Generation Team, (5) ICT Quick Response Team, (6)
SIM Registration Team, (7) Intra-Coordination, and
Communication Team (ICCT), (8) Training
Implementation Team, (9) Publicity Support Team
(PST), (10) CAPI Apps and Security Team, (11) Data
Management Team, (12) ICMS and Application
Software Team, (13) System Support Team, (14)
Network Management Team, (15) Geographic
Information System (GIS) Team etc. Besides,
division-wise twelve ‘Technical Support Teams’ are
formed with experienced ICT officials of BBS, to
provide prompt ICT supports on any issue that arises
in the field, during the census data collection.
Furthermore, division-wise twelve  ‘Material
Distribution Teams’ are formed to ensure proper
distribution of all census materials, including tablets,
training manuals, control maps, household sticker
etc. to the field. These subject-specific teams played
pivotal roles to conduct the Population and Housing
Census 2022 successfully.
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1.6 Census/ Survey Standing Committee

To conduct censuses/surveys effectively in the field,
Standing Committees on Census/Survey by
administrative tire are in place, which have been
formed by SID with the approval of the Cabinet
Division. These Standing Committees are led by the
Mayors of  City  Corporations,  Deputy
Commissioners (DCs) at the District, Paurashava
Mayors at Paurashava, Upazila Nirbahi Officers
(UNOs) at Upazila, Ward Councilors of City
Corporations at Ward and Chairman of Union
Parishads at Union. These committees are structured
with the officials of field administration, officials of
police administrations and related government
departments, public representatives, academics,
representatives from Bangladesh Muktijoddha
Sangsad, Bangladesh Scouts, local public banks,
local Press Clubs, Chambers of Commerces and local
business associations and the relevant officials of
BBS. Like other censuses of BBS, meetings of those
committees’ are organized before data collection to
ensure their direct involvement and active roles in the
census processes. In the meetings, the committees are
informed about the census’s overall activities and
requested their wholehearted cooperations to
complete the census smoothly.

1.7 Census Coordination

As part of pre-census activities, a high-level meeting
chaired by the Cabinet Secretary, with the
participation of the thirty-six concerned secretaries or
equivalent  officials of  ministries/divisions/
agencies, is held to coordinate census operation. In
the meeting, the pros and cons of the census are
reviewed comprehensively, and specific guidelines
and responsibilities are given to all Ministries/
Divisions/Agencies including SID. As a result,
performing preparatory census activities such as
census campaign, data collection etc., at the field
become easier and smoother. The Ministries/
Divisions/Agencies  played vital roles in
accomplishing various activities of the census are:
The Prime Minister’s Office, Cabinet Division,
Ministry of Public Administration, Ministry of Home
Affairs, Bangladesh Police, Ministry of Defence,
Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Division, Posts and Telecommunications Division,
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Primary and Mass
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Education, Ministry of  Information and
Broadcasting, Local Government Division, Ministry
of Agriculture, Department of Agricultural
Extension, Ministry of Youth and Sports, Ministry of
Women and Children Affairs, Bangladesh Islamic
Foundation etc. Moreover, field level ICT human
resources of the Department of ICT, the Bangladesh
Computer Council, BANBEIS and other government
offices play significant roles in providing ICT

supports in census data collection.

It is worth mentioning that the UNFPA and the World
Bank provide technical supports in various activities
of census. Moreover, officials of UNFPA Bangladesh
observe census data collection in person at the field.

1.8 Census Questionnaire

The Questionnaire is the essential tool for data
collection of a census. As all the previous censuses
are conducted manually, their questionnaires are
paper-based. However, since the Population and
Housing Census 2022 are conducted following the
CAPI method, its questionnaire is designed keeping
digital platform in consideration. In the case of
designing the census questionnaire, at first, a team in
the project is formed to develop its first draft keeping
the questionnaire of the last census 2011 and other
relevant issues in consideration. Later on, it is
thoroughly reviewed and analysed in a number of
consultation meetings organized at BBS level, and
made necessary changes. In order to make the
questionnaire more inclusive, a number of
consultation workshops are organized with the
participations of representatives from various
ministries/ divisions/agencies, academics,
researchers, civil society members, media personnel,
experts and other stakeholders. Incorporating the
comments and suggestions received through the
workshops, the revised draft of the questionnaire is
prepared. Subsequently, it is further systematically
reviewed and analysed by the ‘Technical Support
Team’ formed by the SID to accomplish technical
activities of the census, and followed by the
‘Professor’s Forum’ formed with some renowned
professors of different universities. After that, the
questionnaire is pre-tested in the field to observe its
performance. In light of the experiences and findings
gathered from the pre-test, the final draft of the
questionnaire is prepared. Afterwards, its CAPI
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version is developed to carry out data collection of
the census digitally, using digital device tablets,
following the Computer Assisted Personal
Interviewing (CAPI) method, and a field test is
conducted in every division to assess the
performance of the CAPI questionnaire. After
incorporating the findings of the test in the CAPI
version, again a pretest is conducted in 821 selected
EAs across the country. Based on the experiences and
findings from the pre-test, the CAPI version of the
questionnaire is finalized. Eventually, after a series of
the aforementioned processes, the questionnaire is
placed before the PIC’s meeting, and ultimately
finalized, accumulating the suggestions in the
questionnaire, received from the meeting.

The questionnaire consists of two modules the
Household Module and the Individual Module. In the
Household Module, there are 15 questions on various
characteristics of households namely types and
number of households and their ownerships, source
of drinking water, toilet facilities, -electricity
facilities, sources of cooking fuel, foreign remittance
etc. In the Individual Module, there are 20 questions
on different individual facts such as age, sex, marital
status, religion, disability, education, working status,
training, mobile phone and internet use, banking
inclusion, ethnic population etc. Including all, there
are 35 questions in the census questionnaire.

1.9 Testing of CAPI Apps and Web Application

To assess the cyber security of the digital system,
Vulnerability Assessment & Penetration Test (VAPT)
of CAPI apps & web application of the census, the
testing performed is mentioned below:

(1) The Vulnerability Assessment & Penetration
Test (VAPT), Functional Test, Load and Stress Test
of CAPI apps & web application are accomplished
through the Software Quality Testing and
Certification (SQTC) Centre of Bangladesh
Computer Council (BCC);

(2) The Vulnerability Assessment & Penetration
Test (VAPT) of CAPI apps and online applications
are made by the e-Government Computer Incident
Response Team (BGD e-GOV CIRT) of Bangladesh
Computer Council (BCC);
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(3) Cyber Security Assessment of digital system of
CAPI apps & web application are reviewed by the
Institute of Information and Communication
Technology of BUET, and necessary advices are
taken from them, and incorporated as well;

(4) Necessary pieces of advices and guidelines are
also received from a cyber security specialist at Nara
Institute of Science and Technology (NAIST), Japan
on the Cyber Security Systems of CAPI apps, web
applications and digital systems of the census.

1.10 Enumeration Method

The modified de facto method is followed in the
Population and Housing Census 2022. Under this
method, members of households are enumerated in
the place where they stay at the census moment, and
the members who remain on duty or on journey at the
census moment are enumerated at their usual
residences.

1.11 Pilot Census

To run the census perfectly the pilot census means to
examine all preparatory works of census just
immediately before the main census. It is also termed
as the full-dress-rehearsal of the main census. In
order to assess the entire final processes of the main
census, a pilot census was conducted from 27 April
to 19 May 2022 in 28 selected sample EAs. Under the
pilot, the enumerators collect data from households
using tablets and transmit them to servers through
online, which have been ultimately transferred from
the cloud to the BBS data centre by using Oracle
Exadata installed in BDCCL, passing through
Optical Fiber Cable. In light of the experiences of the
pilot census, required modifications are made and the
overall census preparations are finalized.

1.12 Training

To perform data collection efficiently and to ensure
high quality data, a comprehensive training in two
forms, manual and audio-visual, is imparted on every
aspect of the questionnaire to all census workers.
Under these trainings, they are educated on the
overall contents of the questionnaire and the data
collection technique as well. The training is
conducted for four days in three phases.
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Phase-1

As the master trainers, Divisional Census
Coordinators (DivCCs) and the District Census
Coordinators (DCCs) are provided training for four
days from 25 to 28 May 2022 by the Core Census
Trainers (CTT) at the BBS Headquarters.

Phase-2

Upazila Census Coordinators (UCCs), IT
Supervisors, and Zonal Officers are imparted training
by the DCCs for four days from 30 May to 02 June

2022 at the district level.

Phase-3

Supervisors and enumerators are trained for four days
from 4 to 7 June in the first batch and the same from
9 tol2 June 2022 in the second batch by Zonal
Officers at Upazilas, Zones, and Unions with the help
of Upazila Census Coordinators (UCCs) and ICT
Supervisors.

Alongside the training manual, an audio-visual
training module is developed for imparting intensive
training to the census personnel. Besides, in order to
enrich the knowledge gathered from manual training
more perfectly through self-learning, separate
interactive animated training apps on each question
are developed, which have been widely used,
especially by the enumerators and supervisors. This
training platform plays an effective role in
eliminating any ambiguity of census personnel on any
matter of the census questionnaire.

1.13 Call Centre

A call centre is set up at BBS Headquarters to provide
prompt solutions on subject matters and general
queries of the census staff at various levels, which
remained functional 24 hours from 30 May to 30 June
2022. A total of 40 operators performed their duties in
two shifts at the call centre. The census personnel at
different levels communicated, and sought solutions
of various technical and critical aspects, calling
throug